This is the 50th volume in the series Contributions to Nephrology, and like its predecessor the 49th volume (l9115) which bears a very similar title (Metabolic and Endocrine Disturbances in Renal Diseases) is the publication of the proceedings of a conference. Although there is inevitably some overlap between the two volumes, the emphasis in the volume being reviewed here is very heavily towards endocrinology and readers looking for recent information on metabolic effects of renal failure will be disappointed.
There arc 18 chapters in 210 pages and, with the publication of discussions and sometimes substantial reference lists, this means that the text is relatively short. Some of the chapters arc reviews, while others present the author's original works. They vary considerably in quality. The discussions arc often disjointed and their content suggests strongly that the written papers are sometimes not a true or complete reflection of what was given at the meeting. This is frustrating and detracts from the value of the discussions,
The printing and production of this book, like all similar volumes from this publisher, is of a very high quality and this is reflected in the high price.
Unfortunately, the quality of book production has not been reflected in the editing. There are linguistic problems in some of the papers and evidence of poor proof reading. Regrettably, I cannot recommend this book for individual or laboratory purposes lind even Book reviews 333 libraries with limited budgets should think twice before adding it to their collection. This separately-printed supplement provides a wellwritten and comprehensive review of quality assurance in clinical chemistry. It discusses clinical aspects of the subject, such as biological variation, reference intervals, and methods of establishing quality requirements; the impact of choice of method on analytical quality; good laboratory practice; evaluation of the analytieal results of quality eontrol materials; and strategies for optimising quality, with a brief discussion of analyses performed outside the laboratory, It can be thoroughly recommended as a useful review of current principles and practices; there is a helpful index.
Over the last 10-15 years lin enormous number of papers on this subject have been published (over 6IXI are listed here), reflecting both its importance and the achievements of clinical chemists. But where do we go from here'? Although the emphasis of this review is on analytical quality, the author recognises that there arc wider issues, such as the relevance of the investigation to the clinical problem and the interpretation of the result. He notes that quality is not synonymous with luxury, but is the degree to which defined needs lire fulfilled. These needs lire not static, but lire influenced by economic considerations and by changes in other branches of medicine. The prominence given to quality assurance in clinical chemistry has acted as a stimulus to improvements in other patient investigative disciplines, which will inevitably affect quality requirements in clinical chemistry. When a test becomes redundant, its quality is irrelevant.
As 1I11 areas of health care compete for limited resources, there will be increasing scrutiny of the relevance and effectiveness of all types of patient investigation. Clinical chemists should again take the lead by showing that these are 1I1so part of quality assurance.
